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Goal 

Prevention, Retention and Contingency (PRC) Plan 
Athens County Department of .Job and Family Set·vices 

Effective Date 10/1117 (revised 9/1 /17) 

The goal is to provide an assistance program to t~unilies while encouraging self-suffic iency and 
preventing dependency. The program is designed to operate with as much fl exibility as possible 
for the eligibility worker and the t1·unily needing assistance. 

Services wil l be designed to meet one of four purposes ofTANF: 
1) To provide assistance to needy families so that children may be cared tor in their 

own homes or in the homes of relatives: 
2) ·ro end dependence of needy parents on government benefits by promoting job 

preparation. vvork and marriage: 
3) ·ro prevent and reduce the inc idence of out-of-wed lock pregnancies and establish 

annual numerical goals for preventing and reducing the incidence of these 
pregnancies; and 

4) To encourage the formati on and maintenance of two-parent families . 

Economic Need 
A means-tested individual eligibility determination for any services provided under TANF 
Purposes 1 & 2 will be conducted. Unless specified otherwise. the total countable income of all 
members of the PRC assistance group must be equal to or less than the 150% Federal Poverty 
guidelines based upon tam ily size. Difterent income guidelines may be set for individual programs 
as specified in the program description . 

Summar)' of Athens County PRC program policies: 
Authorized services \Viii be provided for one-time-onl y or short- term serv ices and wi ll be issued 
through vendor pay arrangements only. 

The Poverty Level is adjusted annuall y by the Department of Health and Human Services and 
takes effect on the date posted by that department. The Monthly Federal Poverty Guideline amount 
is used to determine income eligibility for PRC. Unless specified otherwi se, the total countable 
income of all members ofthe PRC assistance group must be equ al to or less than the 150%) Federal 
Poverty guidelines based upon fam il y size . 

Medical expenses are not eligible for PRC funding with the exception of pre-pregnancy family 
planning services (PL 1 04-193) . 

Family Emergency Assistance (FEA) fund s V·iill be utilized fix those unavoidable financial crises 
or disasters that occur and which the family income cannot be ex pected to cover, con tingent upon 
availab le funding, under T ANF Purpose 1. FEA fund s will usua ll y be authorized for necessities 
that ensure the satety, health and well-being of family members . Examples of necessities might 
include. but not limited to, housing, utilities. deposits. emergency repairs, replacement of 
household item s lost in a fire or fl ood, etc. FEA \viii be targeted to families vvhose income is at or 
below 150% Poverty Level. 



Need is generally viewed as existing when the circumstances which precede the financial crisi s 
appear to be unavoidable or unexpected. The appearance o f contri ved or planned fin ancia l 
emergencies will resu lt in deni al for PRC servi ces . The PRC payment will be authorized when 
verified financial eligi bi I ity ex ists along \-vith the determinat ion of emergent need. as defined by 
the eligibi li ty worker. 

Eligibilitv for PRC services 
Individuals prevented tl·om rece iving PRC are listed in the attac hed ;-\ddendum A. 

The PRC assistance group must be TANF eli gible which may include. but not limited to: a 
household contain ing a ch ild and relative caretaker (a min or under the age of eighteen years, or 
under the age of nineteen if the chi ld is sti ll enrolled in high schoo l); a non-custod ial parent 
cooperating with the Chi ld Support Enfo rcement Agency: households containing a pregnant 
woman: or an agency serving TANr: eli gible families. A PRC assistance group is defined as those 
persons who res ide together within a dwelling or househo ld . 

For those who are accessing the Family r:mergency Ass istance (FEA), the income guideline will 
be 150% ofthe Federal Poverty Level. 

Other special projects that require income guidelines will utili ze income gui delines as stated in 
each project descript ion. 

All income rece ived vvithin the household is considered ''countable'' tor PRC purposes. 
Ded uctions from income will inc lude: child support paid for a ch ild outside the assistance group; 
all income that is federally excluded in the determination of eli gibi li ty tor federal needs-based 
programs. Federally excluded income includes the to! lowing: drug discounts and transitional 
assistance received under the Med icare Prescription Drug. Improvement. and Modernizat ion Act; 
and monetary aiiO\vances for certain children with covered birth defect s paid under the Veteran's 
Benefits and Health Care Improvement Act of2000. Eli gib ility wi ll be determined by totaling 
all income of the house hold members for the past 30 days. If the ass istance group meets thi s 
standard, they are considered financiall y eligible. Written or verbal verification of income may 
be required. 

It is expected that th e famil y's liquid resources (i.e.: cash on hand. sav ings accounts. etc.) wi ll be 
utilized to meet the emergent need fo r the FEA program. prior to or in conj un ction with PRC. 
Other community resources may be explored and whenever poss ible. utilized for the emergent 
need. 

For services directed to TANF Purpose 3 or 4. services are provided without regard to income, 
notices regarding adverse action will not apply. 

ACDJFS shall use the agency PRC/WIA application form # I 00 . 

All PRC applicants/recipients will be orrcrcd the opportunity to regi ster to vote. 
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Each person app lying for PRC must provide the county agency wi th a socia l security number, or 
apply for a socia l security num ber. Provid ing a num ber is a condit ion of receip t ofTANF and is 
requ ired under Sec ti on I 137(a) of the Social Security Act. 

In order to receive PRC benefits and services. at least one member of the PRC assistance group 
(AG) must be a citizen of the United States or a qualifi ed ali en as defined in rule 5 10 I: 1-2-30 of 
the Ohio Admin istrative Code. See also Section 403(a) of the Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity Reconcili ati on Act (PR WORA) of 1996. 

Maximum benefits for FEA 
The eli gibility worker will decide how much ass istance will be authorized, up to a max imum of 
$500 for FEA ex penses, dependi ng on the req uest and need of the app licant. Benefits may be pa id 
out tor one-t ime ass istance in subsequent emergencies du ring the 12 month period. prov iding that 
the max imum bene fi t is not exceeded. More than one vendor may be paid during an emergency, 
up to the maxi mum do llar amount. 

The 12 month el igibil ity period begins with the application date of the authorized application for 
PRC services. 

Approval or denial of FEA 
The county determinati on of eli g ibil ity wi ll usua lly be made with in 3 \VOrki ng days of the receipt 
of an applicat ion. In general. ass istance will be approved or denied sooner than 3 days. upon 
receipt of necessary verification. Applicants fo r PRC assistance wi ll be iss ued proper notice. i.e. , 
approval/denial. in accordance with program rules with state hearing rights. 

S pecia l Projects 
Avai lab ility of these proj ects are contingent upon fund ing. These projects may provide services 
up to the lim its spec ified by each such project without li mitat ion or regard to the $500 general 
ITA and EA max imum benefi t caps speci fied above. A list of special projects fo llows: 

PRC Disaster Assistance Program: To the extent permissible under lederal law and/or Ohio 
statutes and regul ations, the CD.n :s direc tm may author ize 'T'ANF di scretionary f'undi ng for 
di saster re lief when a State of Emergen<.:y has been declared by the fhlera l government. Ohio's 
Governor or the County Commiss ioners. Thi s di saster rel ief \vi ii be made available to eligible 
famil ies with unplanned ex penses related to natural di sasters. T he econom ic need standard sha ll 
not exceed 200% of the Federal Poverty Level. Eligibil ity shall be determi ned based upon the 
T A F gui de li nes in effect at that time includ ing exceptions specified by law or regulations. The 
applicat ion will be the same appl ication used for public assi stance benefits or the common resource 
app lication as prescribed by ACDJFS or as directed by ODJFS. Up to $1500 is ava ilable per famil y 
to cover losses incurred as a result of the disaster. This progt·am is designed to meet TANF 
Purpose 1. 

Home Repair Assis tance: ACDJFS may prov ide. by direct or contmct services. horne repairs 
necessary to mai nta in safety and hea lth to promote fam il y stability and job retention . Services will 
be prov ided by con tract through Hock in g-Athens-Perry Community Action Agency. App lications 
will be on a form provided by Hocking-A thens-Perry CAA and ar1mwed by ACD.IFS. The 
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econom ic need standard should not exceed 150% of the Federal Poverty Leve l. This program is 
designed to meet TANF Purposes 1 and 2. 

Outreach: ACDJFS may provide, by direct or con tract services. information and referral 
services to famili es, without regard to income. In format ion and referral services wi ll be 
available for social , medicaL employment, educational and financial assista nce serv ices. This 
program is designed to meet all four TANF Purposes. 

Workforce and Job Development Activities: ACD.IFS may provide, by direct or conrract 
services, assi stance to families to: 

a) promote job preparation; 
b) remove barriers to emp loyment; 
c) provide basic ed ucation and sk ill training; 
d) assist in job search and matchi ng; 
e) provide work ex perience; and 
f) other services as prescribed by the agency. 

ln order to assure the avai lability of adequate worklorce oppot1uniti es for families. the Athens 
County Department of .l ob and Fami ly Services may provide ·rANF funding for workforce 
development services to loca l workforce development agencies subject to the availability of 
funding. Thi s service may be utilized up to a maximum of $ 1 0,000 per individua l per 12 months. 
prov iding that TANF funding is available 

The appl ication will be the same application used for public assistance benefits or the common 
resource application as prescribed by ACDJFS. The economic need standard should not exceed 
200% of the Federa l Poverty Level. .l ob Development Acti vities may be conducted as an 
ad mini strative function. This program is designed to meet T ANF Purpose 2. 

Domestic Violence: ACD.I FS may provide, by direct or contract serv ices. short-term emergency 
services for victims of domesti c violence who are ex periencing a cris is situation as defined by 
ACDJPS. These act ivities may be directed toward ensuring the safety. hea lth and well -being or 
tamily members. Serv ices may include: Clothing, househo ld su pplies, hous ing, rent or deposit, 
utility connections or deposit s, re-locations expenses or other items as needed up to $1500 in a 
12 month period. Eli gibili ty will be determined by totaling all income of the household members 
for the past 30 Jays. lf the assistance group meets thi s standard, they are considered financially 
eligib le. Written or verbal verificat ion of income may be requ ired . The app lication wi ll be the 
same app lication used for public ass istance benefits. 'fh e economic need standard shou ld not 
exceed 200% of the Federal Poverty Level. This progra m is designed to meet TANF Purpose 
t and 2. 

Fa mily Clothing Assis tance: AC D.IFS may provide, by direct or contract services. clothing 
assistance to eli g ible familie s. Eligibility will he determined by totaling all income of the 
household members f(:>r the past 30 days. I r the assistance group meets this standard, they are 
considered financiall y eligib le. Written or verba l verificat ion of income may be required. The 
app lication will be the same application used for public assistance benefits or the common 
resource application as prescribed by ACDJ FS. The economic need standard should not exceed 
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200% of the Federal Poverty Level. This program is designed to meet TANF Purpose 1 and 
2. 

Food Assistance: ACI)JFS may provide, by direct or contract serv ices, food assistance to eligible 
OWF households as they participate in work activities. Eligibility will be determined by totaling 
all income of the household members for the past 30 days. If the assistance group meets thi s 
standard, they are considered financial ly el igible. \Vritten or verbal verifi cation of income may be 
required. 'T'he application will be the same application used for public ass istance benefits or the 
com mon resource app lication as prescribed by AC DJFS. The econom ic need standard should not 
exceed 200% of the Federa l Poverty Level. This pt·ogram is designed to meet TANF Purpose 
2. 

Ohio Youth Works Program: ACDJFS may provide, by direct or contract serv ices, subsidized 
employment assistance or work opportunit ies to eligible yo uth age 14-15 under the direction of 
Family Assistance Letter #159. Participants will gain val uable work expe ri ence whil e earning a 
paycheck to help meet basic needs. Max hourl y rate is $10.00 per hour and max number of hours 
is not more than 40 hours per week during the program period. The application wi ll be the same 
application used for WTOA/CCMEP. The economic need standard shall not exceed 200% ofthe 
Federal Poverty Level. This program is designed to meet TANF Purposes 1 and 2. 

Learning, Earning and Parenting (LEAP) program: AC D.rr:s may provide. by direct or 
contract services. PRC funds to cover expenses re lated to supportive services/activities directed 
to eligible LEAP participants up to a maximum of$1 000 per 12 month period. These 
services/activities may be directed toward : 

• staying enrolled in school or other educational/training programs: 
• improved academic performance; 
• improved attendance; 
• life skills and health improvement. participation in cultural enrichment or extrac urricular 

activities ; and 
• essential educat ional material s. 

Allowable expenditures may include. but arc not limited to, cnsts associated with (clothing 
needs, personal hygiene items. diapers. school re lated fee's, books and suppli es, drivers 
education expenses, car repairs, transportation. utility expenses, rent and deposit, on-line (PC) 
courses etc .. ) Eligibility for supportive services/activities will fol low LEAP eligibility. ACD.JFS 
shall use the agency PRC application. The economic need standard shall not exceed 200% of the 
Federal Povert y Level. This program is designed to meet all four TANF Purposes. 

Ohio Works Incentive /PRC Program : 1\CDJFS may provide. by direct or contract servi ces. 
incentive payments and provide other supportive serv ices to Ohio Works First participants for 
placement and/or retent ion in unsubsidized employment under the directi on ofODJFS. Eligibility 
will be based on receipt of Ohio Works First and will use the existing application for public 
assistance . The program anticipates OWF recipients becoming employed and potentially losing 
eligibility for 0\VI·' based on the in crease in income. Therefore. once el igi ble, an owr: recipient 
will remain eligible through all potential program payment points . The application will be the 
same application used for public assistance benefits. Program participants will also he eligible for 
up to $ 1,000 .00 every twelve months in supportive serv ices designed to hel p them obtai n and retai n 
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employment. This program is designed to meet TAN-F Purpose 2. 

Fam ily Services: ACDJ FS may provide, by direct or con tract se rvices. ass istance to families 
such as bed bug erad icati on, life ski ll s, health improvement. participation in cultu ral en richment. 
extracurricular activities, other services or monetary help to all ev iate the burden on fami lies. etc. 
The app lication wi ll be the same appl ication used for public ass istance benefits, the PRC 
application or the common resource application as prescribed by J\CDJFS. The economic need 
standard shall not exceed 200% ofthe Federal Poverty Leve l. This program is designed to 
meet all four TANF Purposes. 

School Readiness: ACDJFS may provide, by direct or contract services, services tor school 
readiness programs throughout the county. These activities may be directed toward: 

• improved academ ic performance: 
• improved attendance; 
• lite skill s and health improvement 
• participation in cu ltural enrichment or extracu rri cul ar activ iti es; and 
• provision of essential ed ucational material s. 

Activities may also include student intervention programs as outlined by the ODE/ODJFS and 
scholarships tor preschool program s i.e. public preschool, ELl or other early chi ldhood ed ucation 
program s. 

School Readiness services designed to meet T'ANF rurposes 3 and/or 4 may be provided without 
regard to income to any Athens County school di strict. un less oth erwise specified in a county 
procedure letter or con tract for serv ices. 

School Readiness services designed to meet TANF purposes I and/or 2 may use the same 
app li ca ti on used for public assistance benefits, free or reduced lunch, the PRC app li cation or the 
common resource app lication as prescribed by ACDJFS. The econom ic need standard shall not 
exceed 200% of the Federal Poverty Level. 

This program is designed lo meet all four TANF Purposes. 
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Addendum "A" 

Persons excluded from PRC eligibility by law include: 

Indi vi duals with outstanding fraud overpayments (HB 408) . Pursuant to section 5 I 01.83 Revi sed 
Code and rule 510 I: J-23-75 of the Ohio Admin istrative Code, PRC benefits and se rvices may not 
be provided to a family that fi·audulently received benefits under the OWF and/or PRC programs 
until a member of the assi stance group repays the cost ofthe fraudulent assistance. 

The Athens County Department of Job & Family Services will check each application to ensure 
that the above exclusion does not apply. 

The Athens County Department of Job and Family Services ·will provide PRC services in a 
manner which is fair and impartial and does not violate State and Federal law. 
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Addendum ''B" 

All relevant County Procedure Letters on fi le with the Athens County Department of .lob & 
Family Services. 
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SIGNATURE PAGE 

This is to certify tha t the Athens County Department of Job and Family Serv ices has complied 
with ORC Chapter 5108 in adopting and amend ing thi s policy. 

Ex ut ive Director, Athens County 
Department of .lo b and Famil y Services 

Date reviewed by Athens County .lob and 
Fami ly Services Plann ing Committee 

Date approved by Athens County Commiss ioners 
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